Splenic infarction associated with anticardiolipin antibodies in a patient with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
Although patients with AIDS frequently develop high titers of anticardiolipin antibodies, the clinical significance of this laboratory abnormality in AIDS patients is unknown. A 33-year-old female with AIDS, a prior small cerebrovascular accident, thrombocytopenia, and a coagulopathy suddenly developed left upper quadrant pain and tenderness due to splenic infarction associated with a high titer of anticardiolipin antibodies. Possible clinical manifestations of anticardiolipin antibodies in this patient include recurrent thromboembolism, coagulopathy, and thrombocytopenia. This case report suggests that anticardiolipin antibodies are associated with splenic infarction and that anticardiolipin antibodies associated with AIDS may sometimes be clinically significant.